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jossip about his secret engagement, and possibly ipproaching marriage, should be spread abroad >rematurely; and that the report might either tighten Madame Hanska into dismissing him Itogether, or might reach the ears of her elations, and cause them to remonstrate with ier anew on the folly of her proceedings.
Other discrepancies  are puzzling.   All through 849 Balzac, as we have seen, was very ill.    He ras   suffering   from  aneurism  of   the   heart,   a omplaint  which   the  two  doctors   Knothe told iim they could cure.    With perfect faith in their lowers, Balzac wrote to his sister expressing regret hat, owing to the ignorance of the French doctors ioulie had  been allowed to  die of this malady, rhen he might have been saved if Dr. Knothe's treatment had been followed.   The younger doctor, owever, soon gave up Balzac's case as hopeless; ut the father, who was very intimate with the Vierzchownia   family,  always  expressed   himself onfidently about his patient's ultimate recovery; ad  Balzac  wrote :    " What gratitude I owe to iris doctor!   He loves violins: when once I am b  Paris  I  must find  a  Stradivarius to  present ) him."*
Dr. Knothe's principal prescription was pure inon juice. This was to be taken twice a day, ) purify and quicken the circulation of the blood L the veins, and to re-establish the equilibrium 2tween it and the arterial blood. Either as a
* (e Correspoudauce/' vol. ii. p. 404,ance/' vol. ii. p. 422.spondance," vol. ii. p. 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
